
Missed out on a preferential tariff? 
You can apply for a refund under the New Zealand-China FTA 
 
Without a Certificate or Declaration of Origin, importers of New Zealand 
goods into China will not be able to access preferential tariffs under the 
New Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement at the time of importation.  
 
This means New Zealand companies exporting to China will not be able to 
sell their goods at a tariff rate below other markets of supply, missing out on 
this key benefit under the New Zealand-China FTA. 
 
If your consignment misses out on a preferential tariff because of a failure 
to present a Certificate or Declaration of Origin your importer can claim a 
refund. 
 
To do this, the importer should present the relevant Certificate or 
Declaration of Origin to China Customs within a year of the date of 
importation. Providing the goods qualify for preference, the non-preferential 
tariff duty paid should be refunded. 
 
China Customs usually operates a system requiring an importer to signal it 
would have claimed the preferential tariff at the time of importation but 
could not because it did not have the necessary certificate. Providing the 
required certificates become available within one year of original 
importation, the importer may than present these and claim a refund. 
 
To give New Zealand companies time to adjust to the new Rules of Origin, 
a 12 month exemption period has been provided in the New Zealand-China 
FTA. This means up until October 2009, you will be exempted from the 
requirement to signal your intention to claim the preferential tariff. 
After this time, you will need to signal your intention to China Customs at 
the time of importation in order to claim back within the year. 
 
If you have missed out on preferential tariff it is not too late to claim a 
refund and benefit from the New Zealand-China FTA. 
 
The relevant provision of the New Zealand-China FTA is as follows: 

 
Article 35                      Refund of Import Duties or Deposits 
1.         Where a Certificate of Origin or a Declaration of Origin, as 
the case may be, is not provided at the time of importation of a good 
from a Party pursuant to Article 34, the importing Party may impose 
the applied non-preferential import customs duty or require payment 
of a deposit on that good, where applicable. In such a case the 
importer may apply for a refund of any excess import customs duty 
or deposit paid within one year of the date on which the good was 
imported, provided that: 

(a)        a written declaration that the good presented 
qualifies as an originating good was provided to the customs 
administration of the importing Party at the time of 
importation; and 
(b)        a valid Certificate of Origin or Declaration of Origin, 
as the case may be, is provided in relation to the good 
imported. 



2.         The requirement in paragraph 1(a) shall not apply for the 
first 12 months following entry into force of this Agreement. 

 
For further information on the New Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement 
and the new Rules of Origin go to: http://www.chinafta.govt.nz/ 
 
 


